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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 

Tip: 
Talk with your 
child every day 

about school and 
things going on 

around the house. 
 
 

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends 

2  
Reading  

Create a new  
ending to a childÕs 

favorite book. 

3 
Math  

Find all of the  
numbers  you can 

from 1 through 100 
in the local paper. 

Cut out these  
numbers, then glue 
them on a sheet of 

paper in their 
proper order. 

4 
Writing  

Write a story  
about your best day 
ever.  Can be real or 

imaginary. 
 

 
 
Early Release Day 

5 
Social Studies 

Look up events that 
happened on the day 
your child was born.  

6 
Science 
Go to: 
http://

yucky.discovery.com 
Find  a cool  

science  
experiment to try 
with the entire  

family 
 

7 
Family Activity 
Play a game of 

charades 
Have Fun! 

 

8 
Tip: 

Teach your chil-
dren respect for 

others and  
responsibility for 

their own  
behavior 

 
 

9 
Reading  

Everyone in the 
family make up a 

Tall Tale, read it or 
act it out for the 

family 
Hint: A tall tale is a 
story with unbeliev-

able parts, told as if it 
were true and factual 

10 
Math  

Talk about the 
value of different 
coins.   For older 
children give them 
a problem  such as - 
they have $9.76 in 
all coins, how many 
quarters, dimes, 
nickels, and pennies 
would you have? 

11 
Writing  

Attend the  
VeteransÕ Parade 

Write about  
everything you 

saw. 
 
 

VeteransÕ Day 

12 
Social Studies 

Help your child find 
your city and state on 

a map.  

13 
Science 

Make a bird feeder 
Find some pine 

cones, cover them 
with peanut butter 
and roll them in 

bird seed.  Set them 
outside and watch 
the squirrels and 
birds devour their 

treat. 

14 
Family Activity 
Watch a family 
movie and have 
popcorn and hot 
chocolate with 

whipped cream on 
top. 

 
 

15 
Tip: 

Play games that 
help your children 
read and practice 
basic math facts 

and  
computations 

 

16 
Reading  

Visit the public 
library this week 

and check out some 
exciting books 

17 
Math  

Play race for a 
$1.00 

 
 

18 
Writing  

Draw a picture.  
Have someone in 
the family write a 
paragraph about 

what is happening 
in the picture. 

 
 

19 
Social Studies 

Visit the library and/
or the internet and 
research the first 

Thanksgiving with 
your children.  Dis-

cuss the contributions 
made by Native 

Americans. 

20 
Science 

Today in 1923 the 
Traffic Light was 

patented. 
Research to find out 

who invented the 
traffic light 

21 
Family Activity 
Plan a family trip 
to the park.  If it 
rains go to the 

library or museum. 
 

22 
Tip: 

Volunteer as often 
as possible at 
!"#$%&'()*+,%

school. 
 
 

23 
Reading  

Record or videotape 
your child reading, 
from time to time as 
you hear improve-
ment rerecord your 
child reading the 
same book and let 

them listen and 
compare. 

24 
Math 

While shopping ask 
your child to esti-

mate how much the 
produce  weigh, 
then check their  
estimation by 
weighing it. 

25 
Writing 

Have everyone in 
the family write on 

a piece of paper 
what they are 
thankful for. 

Cut the papers into 
shapes and paste 
them in a quilt  

pattern with your 
child. 

26 
Social Studies 
Display your  

familyÕs 
thankful quilt. 

 
 

!"#$%&'()($'**
 

28 
Family Activity 
Family slumber 

party - sleep in the 
family room or 
living room, tell 

stories and watch 
movies 
ENJOY! 

27 
Science 

Make Slime! 
1/4 cup white glue 
such as Elmers 
1/4 cup tap water 
1/2 cup distilled water 
2 teaspoons Borax 
Food coloring 
Air-tight container to 
store 
+(,-./(0$&1*
Make a  50/50 glue 
solution by mixing 1/4 
cup glue with  
1/4 cup tap water 
Make a Borax solution 
by mixing 1/2 cup 
distilled water  
with 2 teaspoons of 
Borax.  The Borax 
should not be  
completely dissolved. 
 
 

29 
Tip: 

Be positive about 
school 

 

30 
Reading  

Today is Mark 
TwainÕs birthday, 

find a book he 
wrote to read. 
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Complete as many activities as possible.   When you see the            look on the back for an explanation of the activity. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

Tip:
Talk with your
child every day

about school and
things going on

around thehouse.

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends

2
Reading

Create a new 
ending to a childÕs 

favorite book.

3
Math

Find all of the 
numbers  you can 

from 1 through 100 
in the local paper. 

Cut out these 
numbers, then glue 
them on a sheet of 

paper in their 
proper order.

4
Writing

Write a story 
about your best day 
ever.  Can be real or 

imaginary.

Early Release Day

5
Social Studies

Look up events that 
happened on the day 
your child was born. 

6
Science
Go to:
http://

yucky.discovery.com
Find  a cool 

science 
experiment to try 
with the entire 

family

7
Family Activityy
Play a gameoff

charades
Have Fun!

8
Tip:

Teach your chil-
dren respect for

others and
responsibility for

their own
behavior

9
Reading

Everyone in the 
family  make up a 

Tall Tale, read it or 
act it out for the 

family
Hint: A tall tale is a
story with unbeliev-

ableparts, told as if it
were trueand factual

10
Math

Talk about the 
value of different 
coins.   For older 
children give them 
a problem  such as -
they have $9.76 in 
all coins, how many 
quarters, dimes, 
nickels, and pennies 
would you have?

11
Writing

Attend the 
VeteransÕ Parade

Write about 
everything you 

saw.

VeteransÕ Day

12
Social Studies

Help your child find 
your city and state on 

a map. 

13
Science

Make a bird feeder
Find some pine

cones, cover them 
with peanut butter 
and roll them in 

bird seed.  Set them 
outside and watch 
the squirrels and 
birds devour their 

treat.

14
Family Activityy
Watch a family 
movie and have 
popcorn and hot 
chocolate with 

whipped cream on n n 
top.

15
Tip:

Play games that
help your children
read and practice
basic math facts

and
computations

16
Reading

Visit the public 
library this week 

and check out some 
exciting books

17
Math

Play race for a 
$1.00

18
Writing

Draw a picture.  
Have someone in 
the family write a 
paragraph about 

what is happening 
in the picture.

19
Social Studies

Visit the library and/
or the internet and 
research the first 

Thanksgiving with 
your children.  Dis-

cuss the contributions 
made by Native 

Americans.

20
Science

Today in 1923 the 
Traffic Light was 

patented.
Research to find out 

who invented the 
traffic light

21
Family Activityy
Plan a family trip 
to the park.  If it 
rains go to the 

library or museum.um.um.

22
Tip:

Volunteer asoften
as possible at
!"#$%&'()*+,%

school.

23
Reading

Record or videotape 
your child reading, 
from time to time as 
you hear improve-
ment rerecord your 
child reading the 
same book and let 

them listen and 
compare.

24
Math

While shopping ask 
your child to esti-

mate how much the 
produce  weigh, 
then check their 
estimation by 
weighing it.

25
Writing

Have everyone in 
the family write on 

a piece of paper 
what they are 
thankful for.

Cut the papers into 
shapes and paste 
them in a quilt 

pattern with your 
child.

26
Social Studies
Display your 

familyÕs
thankful quilt.

!"#$%&'() ($' *

28
Family Activityy
Family slumber

party - sleep in theeeee
family room or
living room, tell

stories and watchh
movies
ENJOY!

27
Science

Make Slime!
1/4 cup white glue 
such as Elmers
1/4 cup tap water
1/2 cup distilled water
2 teaspoons Borax
Food coloring
Air -tight container to 
store
+(,-./(0$&1
Make a 50/50 glue 
solution by mixing 1/4 
cup glue with 
1/4 cup tap water
Make a Borax solution 
by mixing 1/2 cup 
distilled water 
with 2 teaspoons of 
Borax. The Borax 
should not be 
completely dissolved.

29
Tip:

Bepositiveabout
school

30
Reading

Today is Mark 
TwainÕs birthday,

find a book he 
wrote to read.
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Check www.duvalschools.org for more information on Florida Parent involvement in Education Month 
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Weather Day Ð No School   
Wednesday, November 25th   

Thanksgiving Holiday  
No School  

Thurs & Fri, November 26th & 27 th   

ÒWinter WonderlandÓ 
4th  & 5 th  Grade Social   

Friday, December 4th  

Early Release   
Wednesday, December 9th  

Weather Days Ð No School   
December 17th - December 22nd  

Winter Holidays Ð No School  
December 23rd Ð January 1st, 2010 

Family Fun Fest 
Saturday, February 27th, 2010  

 

 

U p co m i n g  Even t s 
!
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Fundraising a 
Success! 

Thank you to all who 
participated in the cookie dough 
fundraiser; it was a huge 
success!!  Our second fundraiser 
for holiday gifts wrap and will be 
delivered during the first week of 
December. 

Congratulations Corner 
 

Brenda Gadson who won the Box Tops Goodie Bag from the 
Open House drawing!  Thank you to all of our parents for 
attending and stopping by the Rebates table.  Your support 
and participation means a great deal to Mandarin Oaks! 

 
Congratulations to those who won Prizes in the PTA 

Membership Drawing! 
 

$50 Certificate to Regal Cinemas 
Cristine Hodgson (Montemayor) 

 
$50 Certificate to Regal Cinemas 
Josh Madden (Bowens/Mitchell) 

 
$25 Certificate to Blockbuster Videos 

Leslie Mercier (Kelley) 
 

$25 Certificate to Blockbuster Videos 
Bryan Smoker (Davis/Lewe) 

 
ÔMonsters vs. AliensÕ DVD 

Michael Durrett (Kenney/Lively) 
 

ÔMonsters vs. AliensÕ DVD 
Adam Kirk (Montemayor) 

 
Thank you for ÒPlaying your PartÓ and joining the 

PTA! 
 

 

Ear n  a  h o m ew o r k  
p ass!  
 
Earn a homework pass by exploring 
our MOE PTA website!  Go to our 
website at moepta.org and find the 
scavenger hunt icon on the home 
page.  Click on the icon to see the 
scavenger hunt and print it.  Then, 
explore the site with your parents to 
answer the scavenger hunt questions.  
Send the completed scavenger hunt in 
to your teacher by the end of 
November to earn a homework pass! 
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Interested in submitting an article or information for the Newsletter?  Contact Cristine at Cristine.Hodgson@gmail.com.  
Copy for the next newsletter needs to be submitted prior to December 18, 2009. 

 

Ear n  a  h o m ew o r k  
p ass!  
 
Earn a homework pass by exploring 
our MOE PTA website!  Go to our 
website at moepta.org and find the 
scavenger hunt icon on the home 
page.  Click on the icon to see the 
scavenger hunt and print it.  Then, 
explore the site with your parents to 
answer the scavenger hunt questions.  
Send the completed scavenger hunt in 
to your teacher by the end of 
November to earn a homework pass! 
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Letter from Principal ContÕdÉ 

some years ago.  I puckered up and pecked that porker as fast as I could.   This was not some cute little piglet.  There are 
probably bigger, uglier pigs out there but I was never asked to kiss them. 
     Whenever a snake or alligator has been spotted inside my school or on the grounds, the alarm has gone first to the 
principal's office.  My managerial instinct is to "delegate, delegate, delegate."   This doesn't happen every day, of course, 
but we are in Florida and it has happened more than a few times in my career.   The first time, I was expected to 
personally kill a snake with a shovel.   School days like those make me wish I had budgeted a staff trapper.   Luckily, a 
custodian has always been found before I confronted the trespassing reptiles alone. 
      Custodians have saved me more than once.  I accidently locked myself in a restroom late one summer afternoon and 
left my cell phone in my office.  I was there for two hours and had already reconciled myself to having to spend the night 
when I heard a custodian coming to check on me. 
      Last year, our instructional coach, Mrs. Sharon Searcy, retired.  I'd known Mrs. Searcy for many years and was 
familiar with her devotion to the late Elvis Presley and his music.  So I decided that we should have an Elvis impersonator 
for her retirement party.  I also knew that Bobby Bowers, our lead custodian, is an equally enthusiastic Elvis fan and has 
been a part-time impersonator so I wasn't worried about my mission.  Then I learned that somehow Mr. Bowers had 
disposed of his sequined white jump suit.  Oops.  Luckily, Mr. Bowers knew of another school employee who 
moonlighted as an Elvis impersonator and we hired him.  I picked "My Way" as the Elvis song that I thought Mrs. Searcy 
would most want performed.  It was a great show. 
      Last year, I was also asked to model a designer's clothes inspired by math equations at a conference of the Florida 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics. The bizarre hairstyle they gave me must have been based on "pi r squared" -- the 
formula for determining the area of a circle -- but I strolled down the runway nonetheless. 
      Modeling was a cakewalk compared with wrestling.  I was an assistant principal at Mandarin Oaks Middle School 
when I volunteered to enter the ring with a professional woman wrestler as part of a fundraising event.  I trained on 
moves, holds and falls -- especially falls -- before finding myself staring across the mat at my opponent. "My goodness, she 
is very muscular," I remember thinking, and "she looks like she knows what she's doing."  She did.  I was taken down 
pretty early on in the match. 
     Sitting in a dunking booth was not fun.  It was cold and wet and a bit embarrassing.  But for some reason, students 
always seem to get a tremendous amount of joy when participating in a chance at throwing a ball and knocking their 
principal or teachers into a big tub of water. 
      On the other hand, I enjoyed going way, way up in a JEA cherry picker.  We had a Vehicle Fair featuring vehicles 
associated with various careers when I was principal of Greenfield Elementary School.  I had always been a bit of a 
daredevil -- albeit less so with each passing year -- and I went up for the great view.  South Jacksonville was really pretty 
from up there. 
      When I was the principal of Greenfield, two of our students had an uncle who was a Secret Service agent for then-
President Bill Clinton.  When the president came to Jacksonville to attend a fund-raising luncheon for a congresswoman, 
the family of the students asked me to join them and a group of about a dozen people to welcome him at the airport.  I 
shook hands with President Clinton -- who was taller than I expected -- and toured Air Force One.  I remember seeing 
several pairs of his shoes lined up in the bedroom of the airplane and a conference room that would double as an 
operating room in case of an emergency requiring surgery.  I was given some souvenir Air Force One M&Ms and some 
other souvenirs to take home and, a couple of weeks later, an envelope arrived from the White House containing an 
autographed picture of me shaking hands with the president. 
        The only problem was that I had a faculty meeting scheduled that afternoon and didnÕt realize Presidents donÕt 
always end up arriving as scheduled. Therefore at the end of my exciting day, I had to run through JIA to catch a taxi ride 
back to school just in time to conduct my meeting.  
       Last fall, our community was being battered by a tropical storm and some schools were converted into emergency 
shelters for threatened or displaced families.  Mandarin Oaks Elementary School was among these refuges and, as 
principal, I was expected to be at the makeshift evacuation center around the clock.  I slept for four nights on an air 
mattress -- sharing the facility with many families from the area.   It was an interesting, but rewarding experience. 
      Being an elementary school principal is a serious and often stressful job.  My responsibilities can weigh heavily.  It's 
good sometimes to look back on the lighter side of my career. 
       There was the time my job required me to wear a grass skirt and dance the Hula... 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
       Patti Carson 
       Principal 
 
 
 


