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Let t er  f r o m  t h e P r i n c i p al  

Mandarin Oaks Elementary 
10600 Hornets Nest Road 
Jacksonville, FL  32257 

!

http://www.moepta.org 
PTA President: Missy Carter 

Principal: Patricia Carson 
Editor: Cristine Hodgson 

!

Dear Parents, 
    
     There are lots of great events happening in the 
next couple of months Ð be sure to read this 
newsletter carefully for all the details.  DonÕt miss 
the 4th / 5th grade ÒWinter WonderlandÓ social.  
Make sure youÕre signed up for our e-news to get 
the latest information on all of our upcoming 
events.  You can sign up at our 
website: www.moepta.org.  
      At our PTA General Meeting last month you 
voted on some important issues regarding driving 
while texting or talking on a cell phone, and also 
teenage driving.  This was the Ògrass-rootsÓ vote 
that was brought to the county level in October and 
then will be brought to the state level this month.  
The state level results will be brought to a Florida 
senator at the end of this month.  Thank you to all 

of you who participated on this important occasion! 
      On behalf of the PTA I would also like to thank 
those who volunteered their time and efforts with 
Vision Screening, our cookie-dough delivery, and 
our Movie Nights.  And of course I also want to 
thank all of you who come on a weekly basis to 
help with Sunshine Math and Great Leaps.  Our 
students benefit from all of the time and attention 
that you give to them! 
     As final note, please be sure to bring all of your 
gently used cold weather clothing and blankets 
discards to school this month during our ÒMr. 
RogersÕ Neighborhood Sweater Drive.Ó  You will 
make a difference to someone out in the cold this 
winter season! 
  

Missy Carter 
PTA President 

 

Let t er  f r o m  t h e P r esi d en t  

!
WWWaaannn ttt    www eeeeeekkk lll yyy    uuuppp ddd aaattt eeesss   aaabbb ooouuu ttt    uuuppp cccooommmiii nnnggg   eeevvveeennn ttt sss   iii nnn    yyyooouuurrr    sssccchhhoooooo lll ???      
RRReeegggiii sssttt eeerrr    aaattt    www www www ...mmmoooeeeppp ttt aaa...ooorrr ggg   fffooorrr    MMM aaannndddaaarrr iii nnn    OOO aaakkksss   PPPTTTAAA   EEE---NNN eeewww sss... !!!

Dear Parents,  
      So what does an elementary school principal do 
exactly? 
      Well, this one has kissed a pig, hunted snakes and 
alligators, modeled in a fashion show, grappled with a 
professional lady wrestler, hired an Elvis impersonator, 
perched atop a cherry picker, slept four nights in 
school on an air mattress, met a president and toured 
Air Force One -- all in the line of duty. 
      I know that many of us spent our childhoods 
dreading being "sent to the principal's office" for 
disciplinary reasons.  But actually, my job description 
does not even mention being an ogre.  Neither does it 

specify many of the assignments that I've tackled in 
more than two decades as a public school 
administrator.  In this milestone year as Mandarin 
Oaks Elementary celebrates the 20th anniversary of 
its founding, I decided to recall some of the more 
unusual aspects of my career to provide parents a 
more complete portrait of their children's principal 
and her abilities.  
     My advice on kissing a pig, for instance, is to 
close your eyes and do it quickly.    As a vice 
principal, I did it to mark 100% of our parents 
joining PTA at Chimney Lakes Elementary School 
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ItÕs that time of the year when we all start pulling out 
the winter clothes.  This year please consider 
sending in the items that your family has outgrown, 
or no longer needs, to the school for the 6th Annual 
MR. ROGERSÕ NEIGHBORHOOD SWEATER 
DRIVE.   
 
The PTA is conducting this yearÕs drive from 
November 2nd Ð November 28th.  This program, 
sponsored by WJCT, honors the memory of Fred 
Rogers by collecting new and gently used sweaters, 
socks, jackets, sweatshirts and blankets for men, 
women, and children in our area.   
Thank you in advance for helping to make this yearÕs 
Mr. RogersÕ Neighborhood Sweater Drive a success! 

Many of you may remember the Picture Lady program that our school has hosted in past years.  This program 
introduces and encourages creative thinking with guided art criticism for the children.  It has also been used to help 
stimulate writing prompts as well.   We are currently looking for volunteers to visit classes for about 20 minutes to 
discuss selections of art on loan to us from the Cummer Museum. ! !Please contact me at feldner@bellsouth.net if 
you have any questions and let me know if this is something that you may be interested in. 

Thank you, 
Lisa Feldner 

!

Barbara Renczkowski from FloridaÕs PTA encourages us all to remember all the missing children in Florida (4,500 as of Missing 
Children day on September 14, 2009) and stay alert. Ms. Renczkowski writes  ÒHow can we help? We should all sign up for the 
AMBER and Missing Child Alerts by registering your email address and/or cell phone at www.missingchildrenalert.com . Also, pass 
the word around about missing children.  Check FDLEÕs Missing and Endangered Persons Information Clearinghouse at 
www.fdle.state.fl.us/mcicsearch/ for information. Or, donate to the Florida Missing ChildrenÕs Day Foundation www.fmcdf.org . 
Help keep the Annual Missing ChildrenÕs Day ceremonies each year to bring awareness to the public. Also, stay aware and know 
when a registered sex offender moves into your neighborhood by signing up at www.floridaoffenderalert.com.Ó  Learn more about 
what your Florida PTA is doing by signing up for their newsletters at www.floridapta.org. 

BoxTops, UPCs, and Labels are helping!  
 

Thanks for your participation in collecting Box Tops for Mandarin Oaks!  So far, we have raised over $1,000 in Box Tops 
money - - in such a short time!  Keep up the good work!  If you have ideas for a contest, please write them down and 
send them in to the PTA mailbox in the front office.  I'm always looking for ways to keep the excitement going!  
Remember, we are also collecting Campbell's upcs only (not the whole label, please) and Tyson Project A+ strip labels. 

Sarah Griffith 
Rebates Chair 

 

 

Fl o r i d aÕs P TA  an d  Fl o r i d aÕs M i ssi n g  Ch i l d r en  

Vo l u n t eer s N eed ed !  

 
Recycling 

Proudly announces: 
 

IF IT IS PAPER, YOU CAN RECYCLE IT! 
 

SP Recycling announces that ALL PAPER can be 
recycled in the SP bin located in the car-rider circle. 
Newspaper, flyers, office paper, notebook paper, 
note pads, computer paper, blue prints, magazines, 
junk mail and catalogs should be placed in the bin.  
DO NOT PUT cardboard, phone books, plastic bags 
or trash in the bin.  GO GREEN today! 
MOE PTA is paid for the paper that we recycle and 
the money is used to help fund projects that benefit 
the students at Mandarin Oaks.  We thank you for 
your effort in not only helping the earth but also 
raising funds for our school! 

Extra!! Extra!!  
Read All About It! 

ÒTo accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also dream, not only plan, but also believe.Ó 



!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

PTA Casting Call 
ÒPlay your PartÓ Ð  Join 

the PTA! 

Thank you to all of you who sent 
in your memberships.   
WeÕre currently at 39% Overall 
MembershipÉ Parents: join the 
PTA today and help your class 
and your school reaches 100%!  
Classes reaching 100% will 
have an ice cream party in 
February. 
 

PTA  an d  Fl o r i d a Leg i sl at u r e 
!

Every month your teacher selects the student in your class that best demonstrates the Character Trait of the Month  
as shown on WednesdayÕs MOE Show.  Pay close attention and follow their lead so that you too can become the 
Student of the Month!    
 
Character Trait of the Month:     November Ð Patriotism     December Ð Kindness     January Ð Tolerance 

Want to be Student of the Month? 
!

A Big ÒTHANKSÓ goes out toÉ  
!

Everyone who helped with Vision Screening.  
Thanks to all of the volunteers, we were able to 
screen the entire school in one day.   
McDonalds, Blockbuster and Baskin Robbins: we 
appreciate your support for MOE and our students!   
Please check our website for a list of our business 
partners.   
Also, thank you to all of the teachers that helped the 
McDonaldsÕ Spirit Night to be such a success! 
 
!

Th e 6 t h  A n n u al  Fam i l y  Fu n  Fest  
i s Sat u r d ay ,  Feb r u ar y  2 7 t h  2 010  
This is a fun event for the entire family and everyone is 
encouraged to take part in this exciting fundraiser for 
our school.  Each class will be making a basket to 
donate to the silent auction.  In addition, students, 
parents and teachers of each classroom will be 
sponsoring various games or bouncies.   
     If you have your own business and would like to 
host a booth at this event, or want to volunteer, please 
contact Julie Cooper at 260-3558.  This is a great way 
to get exposure for your business.  Space is limited so 
reserve your booth now!  Everyone is encouraged to 
volunteer at this family social event.  The kids love to 
see their parents involved with such a fun activity!! 
     This is an opportunity for you to get involved with 
your childÕs class and have lots of fun.  Look for more 
information in future newsletters and on the PTA 
website at www.moepta.org. 

Thank you to all those who came to our October 
General PTA Meeting, where we voted on some 
important issues.  Our resulting votes were taken to a 
Duval County Council PTA meeting, along with other 
schoolsÕ votes from around the county. The outcome of 
the county-wide vote of these proposed resolutions will 
be cast at the Florida PTA convention in November.  If 
the intent of these proposed resolutions are approved at 
the state level, a state legislator will then be petitioned 
to make the supported platforms into a bill. 
  
There are three platforms* that are being voted on.  The 
first pertains to the use of hands-free devices with cell 
phones while driving, and a ban on texting while 
driving.  Our membership voted to approve the intent 
of this platform. The Duval County Council PTA also 
voted to approve the intent of this platform. 
  
The second platform pertains to teenage driving, 
supporting drivers education classes, a graduated 
driverÕs license, and PTA programs geared toward 

responsible driving.  Our membership voted to approve 
the intent of this platform. The Duval County Council 
PTA voted to oppose the intent of this platform. 
  
The third and last platform pertains to combining the 
Florida PTA Leadership training classes and the yearly 
PTA convention.  Our membership voted to oppose this 
platform.  The Duval County Council PTA also voted to 
oppose the intent of this platform. 
  
*For more detailed information concerning these platforms, go to 
http://www.floridapta.org/Platform.html 

!

! all of you who sent


