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mMandarin Oaks Elemientary
10600 Hornets Mest Road
Jacksonville, FL 32255%

The beginning of the school year is such an
exciling ftime, isn't it? New friends and new
experiences await each of our kids as they start
another year. Every boy and girl gets excited about
some new aspect of the school year — their
lunchbox or backpack, catching up with friends, or
finding oul who's in their class!

Your PTA is also very excited about the start of a
new year. We wonder:

* How can we best support the school and

each child’s learning?

*  Who will be our new friends that volunteer

to make these events successful?

* How do we live up to odr motto: “every

child. one voice.”?

To answer these guestions, we have been hard
at work over the summer planning great programs
for our students that also allow our parents 1o get
involved at our school. These include Family Fun
Fest, reading and math pregrams, mavie nights, an
informative website, and more.  Ee sure to check
your membership envelope for ways you can get

Dear Parents,

I'm excited to begin this milestone school year as
Mandarin  Oaks Elementary celebrates the 20"
anniversary of its founding. [In these two decades,
there have heen two different principals; numerous
staff members, teachers, parents, and students involved
in our school community but all have contributed to
establish a tradition of excellence that | am confident
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involved and help out!

We are able to support the many FTA sponsored
programs/prajects through the fundraisers we hold
throughout the year. In the past, PTA has also
provided the school with document cameras and
projectars, a laptop computer cart, playground
equipment, and many other items that would not
have been otherwise available to aur children.
Thank you for your past and future support!  This
year, our first fundraiser is from 17 Place
Fundraising (cookie dough, cheesecakes, elc)
These yummy items will be delivered hefore
Thanksgiving. Keep in mind that even small arders
help our school!  Finally, please commit to joining
your school’s PTA this year and show your child
that you support them as well as every other child
across the country.  In return, we commil to you
our very best in terms of programs and activities for
your child and family throughout the school year!

- Missy Cartet
PTA President
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we will continue in this 21% year of academic effart
and achievement.

Congratulations to all of our returning teachers,
staff members, students and parents — for
achieving an "A" under the Florida School
Accountability Plan for the 8th consecutive year.

I believe that parents should be a child's first
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Introducing...

Tera VanDyke, Assistant Principal

MOE Family and Friends,

As we prepare to "Set the Stage to Showcase
the Future" | would like to take a moment to
welcome vau to our wonderful school and
intraduce myself ta vou.

| came to Mandarin Oaks in January of 2009.
| am entering my 15th year in education. |
completed my Bachelor of Science degree in
Flementary Education at Bethune-Cookman
University. | completed my Master ot Science
degree  in  Educational Leadership at  Nova
Southeastern University. | am slowly pacing
myself towards a Specialist Degree in Curriculum
and  Instruction at  Nova  Southeastern
University, | am certified in the areas of
Flementary LEducation, Gifted and Educational
Leadership K-12.

| began my teacher career in West Palm
Beach, Florida where | taught for several years
before moving back home to Jacksonville. |
have had the pleasure of working with a diverse
range of students and adults.

| spend my spare time with my daughter and
dog. My hobbies include shopping, reading and
sleeping. | am lecking forward 1o a wvery
productive 2009-2010 year at Mandarin Oaks
Elementary.

- Tera VanDiyke
Assistant Principal
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Donna Carmell, Assistant Principal
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MOE Family and Friends,
let me introduce myselfl | was raised in
South Florida and attended Miami-Dade Public
Schoaols. | attended Florida  International
University and received my Bachelor's of
Science in Elementary Education.  Later, |
attended Nova Southeastern University where |
earned my Master's Degree in  Educational
| eadership.
| taught kindergarten, first and third grades in
Broward County for 14 years prior to coming to
Jacksonville in 2004, | was also a Reading
Resource Specialist for my last two years in
Broward. My first assignment in Duval County
was as the Standards Coach at Spring Park
Elementary. Ultimately, | became the assistant
principal there in 2005. 1 am very proud of the
accomplishments that Spring Park’s faculty and
students have made over the last year, moving
from a “C" school to an “A” school.
| have a 25-year-old son who resides in Ft.
Lauderdale along with the rest of my immediate
family. We travel back and farth to visit oiten. |
enjoy going to the beach as often as possible to
relax, read and collect shark’s teeth (the
abundance has amazed me).
] am excited to be involved with the families
al Mandarin Qaks and look forward 1o
contributing to your educational needs. If | can
be of assistance please give me a call at
extension 1011.
- Donna Carmell
Assistant Principal
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Flarida FPTA's vision is ta make every child’s potential a reality.

W Hlericlanta org.

Connect: with the Florida PTA at
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"Young cat, if you keep your eyes open encugh, ok, the stuff you would leam. The most wonderful stuff”
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